
 

The people of Grace Presbyterian Church gather to seek and to worship God, and disperse,  
sharing and celebrating through love and service, the grace of God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.. 

BURGERS AND BLESSINGS 
Our annual, summertime Burgers and Blessings get-togethers are 
about to commence! Please join us on Wednesday nights, beginning 

on June 5. The dinners begin at 6:00 p.m. and are very casual. 

Burgers, hot dogs and the "fixings' will be provided by the church; 
you just come, bring a side dish/dessert and the gift of your compa-
ny. Hope to see you there! 
 

GRACE AT THE BALLPARK!!! 

Saturday, June 22, Grace Presbyterian is having their annual picnic 

night at the Rockhounds baseball game. The picnic includes ham-
burgers, cheeseburgers, hotdogs, chips, cookies, popcorn, and soft 

drinks. ALL YOU CAN EAT!!! The picnic is from 6-8 p.m. and the 

game starts at 7 p.m. Our own Avery Scott is scheduled to sing the 
Star Spangled Banner and we will have fireworks after the game.  
 

Please sign up on the poster in the narthex as soon as possible so we 
can get the tickets to you by Sunday, June 16, or contact Ver Nelle 
Fidler (432-553-4727) with any questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Thank you everyone for being apart of our Kid’s Club program. We 
had such a great year. It's summertime already and now it's time for 

vacation bible school!!! Come join us July 8-10, 5:30-8:30 p.m. (A  

light dinner will be included). Our theme for this year is "To Mars and 
Beyond!" Can't wait to see y'all there! 

 

FAMILY PROMISE WEEK 

We will have the Family Promise guests in the church July 28-
August 4. Grace Presbyterian Church supports these families by 

providing a meal and a safe place to rest. You can help us support 
these families by volunteering to provide a dinner, spend time with 
our guests and get to know them better, or spend the night at the 
church with the families.  
 

We currently have 3 families with 4 adult and 7 children (9, 7, 6, 3, 
two 22 month olds and one 12 month old). If you are interested or 
have any questions please call or contact one of the folks listed. 
Jeff Laufer(432-238-0801), David McWilliams (432-559-4619),  
Glyna Kretzler (432-684-8647), Ver Nelle Fidler (432-553-4729) 

 

LABYRINTH 
The Worship Team envi-
sions someone walking 
the labyrinth once a week 
every month for the next 
six months. There is a sign
-up sheet in the narthex 
with the weeks labeled 
and a tear off strip to re-
mind you of your commit-
ment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So we hope you will take 
some time out of your 
week to walk the labyrinth, 
intentionally lifting in pray-
er our Grace family; the 
neighbors around our 
church; the Fannin Ele-
mentary School staff and 
children who attend there 
as well as their families; 
and our friends and fellow 
Christ followers at Fannin 
Terrace Baptist Church. 
We hope you will take ad-
vantage of this beautiful, 
sacred space. 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
Grace will have an online 
giving feature available 
soon on the grace web-
site. Keep an out for this 
new symbol.  

TICKET PRICES 

Ages 3 and younger Free 

Ages 3-5 years old $9.00 

Ages 6+ $17.00 

Season Ticket Holders $14.00 



CHILDREN BELONG IN WORSHIP 
I recently read that every 15 seconds God says to 
a child: move.  How often do we find ourselves 
telling a child: be still!?  Guess who wins! 
Our children are part of the family of faith, the 
church, God’s family.  We love them, and they 
enrich our life together by their presence and 
participation.  One of the central and primary 
things we do as a family of faith is worship, so it is 
natural for us (and our responsibility, actually) to 
help our children learn to worship, to honor and 
praise God.   But that doesn’t necessarily mean 
we can expect them to sit still during our worship 
time together.   
So as a reminder for all of us, I pulled out 
something that we shared a couple years ago: our 
ABC suggestions for children and worship.   If you 
are not a parent bringing your own little ones to 
worship, maybe you can be of help and 
encouragement to someone who is! 
 
A - Arrive in time to find a good place to sit; big 
spaces like a sanctuary can be a bit overwhelming 
for children.  Children are welcome to use our 
Sacred Play/Pray Space at the front of the 
sanctuary during worship, or to sit elsewhere with 
parents or others. If your child uses our Sacred 
Play/Pray Space, we encourage you to sit close 
by.   If you choose for your child to sit in the pew 
with you, make sure your child can see the pulpit / 
chancel area. 
 

B - Bring something for your child to do, or use 
one of our activity bags (in the wagon in the 
narthex) 
 

C - Come prepared.  Make sure your child has the 
opportunity to use the rest room and get a drink 
before the service begins. 

D - Discuss at home what happens in worship.  If 
your child says something in the service was 
“boring,” support that thought but find a positive 
statement to match it.   If something special 
occurs (baptism, communion) talk about what it 
means for you personally and for the church 
community. 
 

E - Expect your child to participate.  Show them 
the bulletin and let them follow along in the order 
of worship. Let them hold the hymnal, and move to 
the music.  Point to the words as we sing.  Teach 
your child the Doxology and the Lord’s Prayer at 
home.  Give them something to place in the 
offering plate. 
 

F - Free yourself of anxiety.  Children giggle, 
squirm, swing their legs and just get restless; but 
they are learning that worship is important, that 
they belong to this special community and that 
they may respond to God through prayer, song 
and offering. 
 

G - Good behavior. Expect it. Period. 
 

H - Holy Spirit.  Even if children don’t fully 
understand what is going on, the Holy Spirit is 
present and at work in their lives and in their 
hearts!!! 
 

We welcome our children and we take our 
baptismal promises to them seriously.  We are all 
part of the family of faith - praise God for the 
blessing of all children!  
 

Grace & Peace, 
Cheryl Homsher 
 
P.S. Copies of these “ABCs” are on the table in the 
narthex. 
 

WBS: LOVE CARVED IN STONE  
The women’s Bible study for 2019-2010(beginning in September 2019) is entitled “Love Carved in 
Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments.”  Written by Eugenia Gamble (whom many of us 
know) this study will guide us in exploring some of the most well-known, oft-quoted and highly valued 
biblical texts: those containing the Ten Commandments.  We will approach the commandments as a 
love letter from God to God’s called, chosen. beloved people throughout the ages.  As we study we 
will listen as the commandments invite us to respond to God’s love for us with transformed faith and 
lives - individually and as a community. 
The study books will be available beginning in June, on the table in the narthex.  Cost is $10 each. 
We will meet once a month, on the first Thursday of the month, from 4:30 - 5:45 pm in the Koinonia 
Room, beginning September 5.  Pastor Cheryl Homsher will lead the study.  If there is a group of 4 or 
more that wishes to engage in this study and meet at another time, I (Cheryl) am willing to lead a 
second group - just let me know.  

Beth Mitchell, Harper & Dee Estes and family, our homebound 
members 

 



MISSION MINDED KIDS/YOUTH AT GRACE 
Have you noticed all the adorable swimsuits, fun water toys and water bottles between the sanctuary 
and the Koinonia Room?  Remem- ber the bake sale Kid’s Club and the 
Youth had several months ago! With the fund’s raise, they splashed 
right in with a shopping trip so the children in foster care can frolic and 
play in the water on hot summer days.  As Kelcy Truszkowski and Judy 
Serpas led this shopping excur- sion, the kids experienced the joy and 
love of sharing with and serving others of their own age as they careful-
ly selected the swim suits, Noodles and other water toys.  These items will 
be presented to the director of The Attic, Matt Wallace, when he speaks at 
the first Burgers and Blessings on Wednesday, June 5.  Learn more about 
The Attic, their new location and how they are working with foster parents in Midland. 
 

PENTECOST JUNE 9 
In celebrating Pentecost, we recognize the birth of the church and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
Christ’s followers. That Spirit remains with the church connecting us with the church of the past, in-
spiriting the church of today, and pointing toward the church of the future.  
The Pentecost Voluntary Offering unites us to support young people locally and worldwide - inspiring 
them to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the church and the world and to build a life of 
faith.  
 40% Retained by the congregation for investment in local programs focused on children at risk, and 

development of youth and young adults. 
 25% Serving communities Young Adult Volunteers brings young adults together in fellowship, wor-

ship, and service throughout the world.  
 25% Guiding Youth through youth ministries in their walk with Christ and inspire those called to 

accompany them. 
 10%Child advocacy protects and education that natures our children and youth in mind, body, and 

spirit.  
 
 

Coming Soon 

New Playground  

 For the  

  Kiddoes!!! 
 

You may have noticed that the old playground equipment has disappeared in the playground area. 
This is because we have a new, colorful, modern, playground coming this summer.  The children in 
Kid's Club helped us determine what we are purchasing and are excited for the new playground to be 
here.  And the swing set will rise again just west of the labyrinth. 
 

SESSION TEAM LEADERSHIP: 
Worship – Chris Laufer, Chair; Bob Alexander, Vice-chair 
Christian Education – Cheryl Truszkowski, Chair; Jalyn Powell, Vice-Chair 
Service – Judia Foreman, Co-Chair (Mission) and Judy Brown, Co-Chair (Congregational Life) 
Resource – Jim Blischke, Chair; Hycent Angwafo, Co-Chair (property) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  
 

April 2019             Year to Date  
Income            $20,357.69               $94,257.41 
Expenses          $23,357.69              $93,976.87 
Balance          ($3,194.36)                  $280.54 



Grace Presbyterian Church      

2801 N. Garfield            
Midland, Texas 79705                                
432-684-6542 Fax: 432-684-3892             
Web address: gracemidlandtx.org  
Email address: gracemidland@suddenlinkmail.com 
 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good News from Grace is published monthly.  
Newsletter articles are due July 29, 2019 for July 31, 2019 (August and September information) 

Pastor: The Reverend Cheryl Homsher 
Administrator: Adalinda Carl; Director of Music: Laura Holleman  

Director of Children Ministries: Kelcy Truszkowski  
Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services Specialist: Brenda Siller 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
JUNE: Susan Kelley 6/01, Anne Killam 6/3,  

Christi Gallegos 6/7, Azalynn Truszkowski 6/10,  
Sharon Short 6/12,  Jalyn Powell 6/13 

Joyce Sherrod 6/16,  
Carolyn Welton 6/16, Melissa Taylor 6/23 

 
JULY: Bett Semmelbeck 7/3, Karen Dirks 7/4,  

David Killam 7/5, Taylor Copenhaver 7/6,  
Cody Embry 7/7, Nataliia Kupchenko 7/7,  

Rita McDonald 7/14, Samantha Kupchenko 7/16,  
Charlie Copenhaver 7/19, Mary Lou Hall 7/24,  

Ryan Starr 7/26,  
Glyna Kretzler 7/28, Sarah Salvas 7/30 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 

JUNE: David & Anne Killam 6/14, 
David & Vicky McWilliams 6/14, 

Dick & Judy McFarlin 6/17,  
Don & Frances Carlton 6/29 

 
JULY: Mike & Teresa Mills 7/11, 

Albert Karch & Tracey Dees 7/17, 
Roger & Lynda Clark 7/19, 

Danny & Julie Koonce 7/22, 
Mark & Violet Singh 7/23, 
Charles & Jean Rico 7/26 

 

Letters of appreciation received: 
April 23, 2019 Community Children’s Clinic 
April 24, 2019 Marion Medical Mission 
April 15, April 22, and May 15, 2019 Family Promise 

GREETER 
June: Roger Clark / July: Roger Clark 
 

ASSISTING ELDER:  
June: Bob Alexander 
July: Cheryl Truszkowski 
 

COMMUNION SERVERS 
June 2: Bob Alexander, Jalyn Powell, David McWilliams, 
Kay Brockman, Steven Alexander 
July 7: Cheryl Truszkowski, TBA 
 

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 
June 9: Chris Laufer 
June 16: need volunteer 
June 23: need volunteer 
June 30: need volunteer  
 

July 14: need volunteers 
July 21: Chris Laufer 
July 28: need volunteer 

 
GLORY TO GOD: THE PRESBYTERIAN HYMNAL 

Thank you again for your generous gifts toward enhancing our 
worship experience at Grace. If you would like your own copy 
of the old Presbyterian hymnal (blue cover), please take one or 
two from the stacks on the pew directly outside the sanctuary.   

  USHERS  
Each Sunday morning, folks in our congregation volunteer to 
help usher during worship services at Grace. If you are 
interested in ushering please sign up on the “Ushers” form on 
the table in the narthex. 



KIDS BAKE COMMUNION BREAD 
On May 8 we had a special lesson with our Kids Club Kids about 
The Lord’s Supper.  We baked bread, we told the story of Jesus’ 
last supper, we talked about the meaning of communion, and we 
learned what goes in to preparing communion for the congrega-
tion.  On June 2, we plan to use the bread which the children 
baked for our celebration of communion during worship. 
                      
 
 

 
                    KEEPING THE PROMISE 

Family Promise is hosting its 2nd annual Keeping the Promise concert 

on July 20 at the Horseshoe Arena! The Rockland Road band will be per-
forming!!! Fueled by a mutual passion for many genres and longing for a 

fun, family-friendly musical experience for their kids, Paul and Jamie Mar-
tin began singing together in 2010 with their four children: March, Kell, 
Texas, and Tallant. Quickly realizing that the kids all showed an uncanny 
knack for hearing harmonies, as well as for playing instruments, they be-
gan performing shows together.  

Come out and enjoy the show. Gather some friends and buy a table for eight, with drink tickets for 

your guests and Susie's South Forty Texas Trash!  Reserve your tables or tickets online Today at fami-
lypromiseofmidland.com/keeping-the-promise. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO  
RECENT GRADUATES! 

update:  John Taylor graduated in December from the University of Houston, but walked 

the stage in May! 
 
 
 
Elizabeth has been in the Midland High band for 4 years. Her Freshman 

year, in UIL, her band got sweepstakes. She made Honor Band when she was a 
Sophomore. She also, in her Sophomore year, joined the Midland High Jazz band, 
and was the first piano player to join the jazz band (…and she hopes not to be the 
last). The Honor band made sweepstakes at UIL in her Sophomore year, Junior year 
and Senior year. In her Senior year, she made it to Area for All-Region (All-Region is 
like a solo). She also made it into the All-Region concert band as second-chair clari-
net. Her clarinet ensemble in her Senior year has made it to state, and they compete 
on May 31st.  Elizabeth was also in choir during her Freshman year through the be-
ginning of her Junior year. Her Sophomore year, in choir, her ensemble made it to 
state. She plans on going to Midland College to get an associates degree, then transfer to West Texas 
A&M to study music.  
 

Addendum…Yesterday, Elizabeth and her cousin, Jacob Mills were both bestowed with the honor of 
“Outstanding Band Member” at MHS.  So awesome! 

 
 
Teresa’s immediate plans are simply to reconnect to family and friends. She will contin-
ue working in her current position as a Quality Improvement Specialist for Midland Me-
morial Hospital.  The Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree will open the door for fu-
ture opportunities that she would otherwise not be able to consider, within and outside 
the hospital. 


