
October 2019 

Good news from…  

GRACE  
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
The people of Grace Presbyterian Church gather to seek and to worship God, and disperse, sharing and celebrating 

through love and service, the grace of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

 
 
 

FUNERAL SERVICE 
Memorial service for Jim O’Briant will be held on Saturday Oct 26, at 4 p.m. at Grace.  

TRUNK OR TREAT 
Fall is here and that means Halloween is just around the corner! Grace Presbyterian will host Trunk or 
Treat on Thursday, October 31st in the north parking lot at 6pm, and we need volunteers to help make 
sure it's a fun-filled and safe event for all our little trick-or-treaters. We need people to have their trunks 
open and decorated, to donate candy for the cause, and a few other things. Please talk to Jalyn Powell at 
432-413-6463 if you'd like to join in the fun! 

 
STEWARDSHIP 

The Stewardship campaign began on Sunday, September 15th. The theme this year is Matthew 25 in 
support of PC (USA)'s initiative that we take an active role in helping those in need. From Matthew 25: 
Truly, I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me. We encourage members to reflect on this passage and this initiative in the coming weeks. How can 
we, as individuals and together as a church, use our time, talent, and treasures to further this call? If 
anyone would like to share briefly during announcements on how they see Matthew 25 in their lives and 
in Grace Presbyterian, please let Jim Blischke or Jalyn Powell know. God Bless. 

 
FRIENDSHIP NIGHT HOSTED BY THE FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 

You are invited to friendship Night Friday, October 11, 6:30-8:00 p.m.  for special needs adults ages 22+. 
Join Friendship House Bible study, fun, crafts, music, and food. The event will be held at Mid Cities Com-
munity Church, 8700 State Hwy 191.If you have any questions please contact Judy Moreland at ju-
dy4520@msn.com. 

 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DIRECTOR 

Grace Presbyterian Church, Midland, is looking for an energetic person who is willing to lead our Kid's 
Club Program (school year) and our Vacation Bible School (summer). This person will be responsible for 
the planning, coordinating and leading our Wednesday night Kids Club for children in K-6th). The program 
meets weekly during the school year. The program consists of a faith/Bible-based story, an art or science 
project and other kinds of activities, including play time.  A light supper is served.  
 
We expect 5 to 6 hours of work weekly and attendance at monthly Christian Education Team 
meetings.  Experience teaching children would be helpful.  
 
If interested send your resume to us at gracemidland@suddenlinkmail.com or fill out an application at 
2801 N. Garfield, Midland, Texas, 79705 

 
KIDS CLUB  

Come join us for Kids 
Club on Wednesday 
evening from 5:30-7p.m. 
in the Kids Club room for 
some fun, bible lessons, 
and a light dinner! Bring 
Kinder-6 grade aged kids, 
grandkids and friends.    
 
*NO Kids Club October 
30th due to our Trunk or 
Treat on October 31.* 
 
OCTOBER BARBECUE 
Sunday, October 27th, 
we will be having a bar-
becue luncheon, follow-
ing the worship service. 
This is not a potluck! You 
may be receiving a call or 
a request to bring a side 
dish or dessert...or, if you 
are itching to help out, 
please just give Craig or 
Judy Brown a shout. This 
is an opportunity for you 
to just come and enjoy 
barbecue and fellowship! 

 
BOO BOXES 

 During the month of 
October, the Congrega-
tional Life team will be 
collecting snacks, good-
ies, candies, etc.  to pack 
into "Boo Boxes" for our 
college students and staff 
members. The collection 
box (and table) will be in 
the narthex.  Typically, 
these boxes are "boo-
tifully" full; thank you for 
gifting these folks!  Be 
looking in the narthex for 
information as to who 
these students are... 

TREASURER’S REPORT  
August 2019          Year to Date  

Income             $21,687.07              $196,759.48 
Expenses         $25,153.82              $187,921.89 
Balance            ($3,466.75)               $8,837.59 

mailto:gracemidland@suddenlinkmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FAMILY PROMISE 
We will have the Family Promise guests in the church October 13 to October 20. Family Promise is an organization that supports 
homeless families by giving them the skills and tools they need to overcome homelessness.   
Grace Presbyterian Church supports these families by providing a meal and a safe place to rest. You can help us support these 
families by volunteering to provide a dinner, spend time with our guests and get to know them better, or spend the night at the 
church with the families. Most volunteers come away with a rewarding experience that fills their hearts with the peace of Christ. 

 
We currently have 3 families with 3 adult and 7 children (6, 4, 3, 2, 2, 2 and one 15 month old).  
If you are interested or have any questions please call or contact one of the folks listed below.  

 Jeff Laufer  432-238-0801  David McWilliams 432-559-4619 
                Glyna Kretzler  432-684-8647  Ver Nelle Fidler  432-553-4729 
 

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 

A voluntary Peace and Global Witness Offering will be taken on Sunday October 13.  The them of this year's offering is "peace is 
active, not passive; peace is doing, not waiting".  This offering is one of the 4 yearly special offerings taken by the Presbyterian 
Church (USA).   This offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice across the 
world.  We do not participate collectively as a church but we offer this to the congregation as a voluntary contribution.  Your dona-
tion supports peacemaking and reconciliation throughout the Presbyterian Church with 25% of remaining with Grace, 25% going to 
our Presbytery and Synod and 50% to be used by Presbyterians across the globe.  Last year's donation helped support "Be the 
Change Permian Basin".  This local, non-profit organization is committed to bringing healing, hope, and connection to our teens in 
the Permian Basin area by helping local schools to hold and fund Challenge Days. Additional information for this offering is availa-
ble at www.specialofferings.pcusa.org.  Please keep peace and global witness in your prayers and the work that results from this 
offering. 
 
 

The whole 

congregation is 

invited to attend this 

beautiful celebration.  

(Bridal Registry at the 

following locations: 

Target and Beth Bath and 

Beyond) 

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/pentecost


  

  

HOMEBOUND  
COMMUNION 

Every month, Joyce Sherrod 
and her intrepid team of 
volunteers—Ver Nelle Fidler, 
Jo Halpert, and Lynda 
Renick—take communion to 
folks who are unable to cele-
brate it at Grace. Joyce’s 
report to the various leader-
ship teams at Grace is always 
filled with sweet tidbits 
about our homebound mem-
bers and friends who were 
visited that month and we 
thought we’d share a few of 
those tidbits with you. 
 
Pat and Rudy Rendall “are 
always so glad to see us…
always in their recliners…
always a ball game on TV…
and Pat always says, ‘Tell me 
what’s going on in your 
life?’” Joyce says the Ren-
dalls relish every minute 
with the communion team. 
Barbara McWilliams was 
sitting up in bed and smiling 
when the team arrived. Her 
caregiver, Sharon, also 
joined in communion with 
Barbara and the team. Ger-
trude Smith was nowhere to 
be found, Joyce reported, 
and as they were leaving, 
“here she came around the 
corner.” Gertrude loves com-
munion and always smiles 
saying, “That was nice!” 
Joyce says the team “always 
leaves on a high, bless her!” 

 
THANK YOU LETTERS  

received from Family Prom-
ise (capital campaign and 
operating fund), Community 
Children Clinic, Marion Medi-
cal Ministries and Project 
Vida for cards. 

FAREWELL 
Dear Grace family, 
It is with both joy and sadness that we are moving to Southlake, Texas. It is only 3 1/2 
hours away and very near the DFW airport. Don and I will be moving into a lovely re-
tirement community, Watermere in Southlake. We will have our own villa with a small 
yard for our dog, Indy. We see this as a good place for us to begin the next journey in 
our lives. We will be closer to our children and grandchildren. We see this move as 
something that has been made possible, in so many ways, by how we have been 
blessed and stretched during our time at Grace.  
 
We felt welcomed from the moment we walked in the door of Grace. Don and I were 
beginning to wonder if there was a place that we could worship peacefully in a Presby-
terian Church, in Midland. We have shared incredible joys with Grace. We also had 
some deep sorrows in our own family. We had health issues and the church and Pas-
tor Cheryl were there with us throughout. We feel blessed by being served by and 
servicing Grace.  
 
We continued to feel the warmth 
and love throughout our time at 
Grace. The reception after wor-
ship made us feel loved and that 
this church community will con-
tinue to pray for us as we will fro 
all of you. We care about each of 
you, and it is with sadness that 
we have to say good bye 
(Shalom). 
 
Many blessings and much love,  
Frances and Don Carlton  
367 Watermere Drive 
Southlake, Texas 76092 

 
 

GLORY TO GOD: THE PRESBYTERIAN HYMNAL 
Have you noticed the pretty purple books in the pew racks in the sanctuary? What a 
joy it has been to use the new “Glory to God” Presbyterian hymnals during worship 
the last couple of months! Thank you again for your generosity in making this happen! 
 
We still have many copies of the old, blue hymnals if you would like one or two of 
your own. They are located on the pew directly outside the sanctuary at Grace. The 
Worship Team has also made several shipments of the old hymnals to congregations 
around the country. (Many thanks to Pastor Cheryl and Adalinda, our office adminis-
trator, for taking care of the packaging and shipping!) 
 

We received an email from a Presbyterian pastor in the Philippines.  They are a small 
congregation, only six years old, and we were delighted to ship 30 hymnals to them.  
Here is a note from the pastor, and pictures. 

 
 
 

“Hello dear pastor Cheryl Homsher, I re-
ceived the hymnal books already. Thanks 
you very much and thank you also to Grace 
Presbyterian Church for the love and help 
of these beautiful hymnals.... Soli Deo Glo-
ria, God bless us all.” 
 

Pastor Reggie Villalobos 
Hosanna Bantud Presbyterian Church 
Iloilo, Philippines 

 

    

Address postcards are available in the Narthex.  
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2801 N. Garfield            
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Good News from Grace is published monthly.  
Newsletter articles are due October 25, 2019 for October 28, 2019 

Pastor: The Reverend Cheryl Homsher 
Administrator: Adalinda Carl; Director of Music: Laura Holleman  

Director of Children Ministries: TBD  
Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services Specialist: Brenda Siller 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Katurday Alexander 10/1, Frunwi Angwafo 10/1, 
Binhnwi Angwafo 10/1, Charles Rico 10/1, 

Alana Carl 10/2, Emily Green 10/3,  
Bob Price 10/3, John Taylor 10/3,  

Bill Sumners 10/5, Rudy Rendall 10/7,  
Caroline Taylor 10/9, Judy Brown 10/11, Ann 

Westerman 10/11, Audrey Starr 10/12,  
Alaina Boaz 10/16, Mark Libby 10/18,  

Kelli Ham 10/19, Yvonne Phillips 10/22,  
Lynda Renick 10/24, Colin Koonce 10/26,  

Susan Singh 10/26 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Kevin & Teresa Miller 10/10, 
Bob & Joy Alexander 10/12, 
John & Jan McDaniel 10/14, 

Charlie & Sharon Copenhaver 10/19
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETER 
 Roger Clark & Craig Brown 

 
 

ASSISTING ELDER 
Jalyn Powell 

 
 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 
October 13: Chris Laufer 
October 20: Mary Taylor 

October 27: need volunteer  
 

USHERS 

Each Sunday morning, folks in our congregation 
volunteer to help usher during worship services at 
Grace. If you are looking for a way to become more 
engaged in the life of our church, consider serving as 
an usher where you can greet folks as they come into 
the sanctuary, give them a bulletin, collect the 
offering, and tidy the pews after the service. Please 
sign up on the “Ushers” form on the table in the 
narthex. 


