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STAR WORDS 

On Sunday, January 3, we heard 

“Star Stories” during worship: 

members shared how God has 

been working in their lives 

through the “Star Word” they 

received last year on Epiphany. 

Epiphany is the day we read the 

story from Matthew 2 about the 

wise men following the star to 

seek out and worship the infant 

Jesus.  Along those same lines 

we look for God to be at work in 

our lives, guiding us, stirring us 

up, and sending us forth on a 

different path.  “Star Words” are 

just one way to focus our atten-

tion toward God.  We encourage 

you to post your Star Word in a 

place where you will look at it 

regularly so you can meditate 

and pray about how God might 

be at work in your life and in the 

world, through your star gift.   

If you would like a Star Word for 

2021, please email, call or text 

Pastor Cheryl Homsher, and one 

will be sent to you.  Or if you 

happen by the church, the stars 

are in a basket on a table in the 

narthex.  Help yourself! 
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WORSHIP 

We will continue to hold Sunday School and worship by Zoom on 

Sunday mornings until the COVID numbers look better.  (Sunday 

School at 9:30; Worship at 11:00)  Yes, we miss seeing each other 

face to face, shaking hands, sharing hugs, singing, praying and 

worshiping together!  Thanks for your patience, your forbear-

ance, and your willingness to do what we need to do right now 

to keep each other safe.   

If you would like the link to join us for Zoom Worship and/or 

Sunday School on Sunday mornings, please call the church office 

and we’ll be happy to share it. 

FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 

We welcome Friendship House to Grace!!!  

Friendship House is a new, non-profit organization 

that is developing a day program for young adults 

with special needs.  They will be using our 

Fellowship Hall during the day time Monday-

Friday, and just started on January 4.  Church 

members are welcome to come by, visit, and see 

what they are doing.  We hope to develop a 

relationship with them that will develop into 

 church members volunteering with the 

 program, and program participants 

 helping the  church as well.   



From the pastor: 
I felt a little reluctance as I placed back 

on the shelf all the Advent / Christmas 

books I had pulled out a few weeks 

ago.  I pulled them out looking for 

inspiration for sermons, looking for 

inspiration for me, looking for Jesus, I 

guess.  Isn’t that what Advent is 

about?  Isn’t that what Epiphany is 

about?  Waiting for Jesus, searching 

for Jesus; looking for some sign of the 

holy in our hearts and in our world; 

looking for assurance that the God of 

the Universe is somehow connected to 

us?  

I must report that I did not find Jesus 

in those books (although it might have 

helped if I had actually opened them!).  

In fact I didn’t really find Jesus at all, 

Jesus was already all around, I just 

had to open my eyes.  Jesus was there 

in all the holy holiday things I watched 

happening around me - through all of 

you.   

Jesus was there in the Presbyterian 

Children’s Services office here at the 

church as you filled it with awesome 

gifts for families in need. (Brenda Sil-

ler, the case worker, was overwhelmed 

with your generosity!) 

Jesus was there when our Grace kids 

opened the “Advent in a Box” packag-

es our Christian Education Team 

sponsored. I know because I was the 

happy recipient of thank you texts. 

Jesus was there when inmates at 

Lynaugh Prison opened their Christ-

mas cards from the “Soul Sisters.”  I 

know because I see fan mail for the 

Soul Sisters coming back to the 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

Raquel Mendoza (cancer treatment); Alan Byars 

(cancer treatment); Kay Brockman (recovering from 

shoulder surgery); Judy Serpas (recovering from 

knee surgery); Ruth Price (up-coming hip surgery); 

the Killam family; all with COVID 19 

THANK YOU 

Grace, 

I appreciate everyone's 

support throughout the 

years. Having my Bache-

lor’s Degree is something 

that seemed so 

farfetched, years ago. I 

always had Grace behind 

me every step of the 

way.  I will never forget 

the words of encourage-

ment and constant check 

ins. I would not have 

made it without you. 

Thank you for all of the 

graduation cards and 

gifts. It made my achieve-

ment special.  

Love, 

Adalinda Carl    

church! 

Jesus was there when Christmas baskets were 

delivered to our at-home / elderly members and 

friends, even though we didn’t get to offer the 

gift of caroling this year.  I know because I saw 

him in some of those faces. 

Jesus was there as we told the story of Jesus’ 

birth through our Virtual Christmas Pageant. I 

know because I laughed and I cried, and the 

Holy One is always, always present in tears and 

laughter. 

Jesus was there at our parking lot Christmas 

Eve service, as an angelic voice sang the carols 

(thanks Lynda Clark!), and we waved our glow 

sticks, and the spotlights lit up the crèche, and 

cars flashed their lights joining in the joy.  

Jesus was there. Jesus is here. And now that 

Christmas is past, I turn us to one of my favor-

ite after-Christmas poems, by Howard Thur-

man: 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their 

flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among all, 
To make music in the heart. 
 
May the New Year for you be filled with the 
work of Christmas, filled with Jesus. 
Pastor Cheryl Homsher 
 



FROM THE GRACE PRAYER BOX: 

Thank you for the good box! Such a blessing!  

My family is starting a new chapter of our lives.  A 

very important part that we have been blessed with.  

We are asking for guidance, patience, forgiveness, 

hope, wisdom and good health.  Grace, peace and 

love. 

God be with us, in Jesus’ name, Amen.   

OFFICER TRAINING 

Training for our newly elected church elders 

will be held Saturday, January 9 and Saturday, 

January 16, from 9 am - 1 pm, in the Fellow-

ship Hall and by Zoom.  Please keep our new 

elders in your prayers: Violet Singh, Peggy Jez-

ek, Lynda Clark, Alana Carl, & Ralph Truszkow-

ski. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

We are planning to start a new women’s Bible 

study in February entitled: “Into the Light: 

Finding Hope through Prayers of Lament.” This 

will be a very timely study because lament is 

certainly a proper theological response to the 

difficult situations of our world. The study 

books cost $10 and are available in the church 

office. We’ll mail one to you if you wish – just 

let us know.  

The study group will meet once a month, on 

the first Thursday of the month from 4:30- 

5:45. Our first meeting will be February 4. 

Cheryl Homsher will lead the study. Depending 

on the pandemic numbers, we may meet by 

Zoom, in person or a combination of both. We 

will let everyone know closer to the time. If 

you are interested in doing this study but the 

time slot doesn’t work for you, please let Pas-

tor Cheryl know. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

ADALINDA!  

(AND CHANGES IN THE 

CHURCH OFFICE) 

Our church administrator, Ada-

linda Carl, has completed her 

college course work, and taken 

an internship with Weaver Ac-

counting.  So she will no longer 

be working in the church office.  

She will continue to be respon-

sible for the church bookkeep-

ing, but will not be available to 

us during regular office hours. 

We celebrate with Adalinda on 

her accomplishments and 

achievements.  This is some-

thing she has been working 

toward (and we have been en-

couraging her in) for several 

years.  We congratulate her on 

completing college and being 

accepted into this great oppor-

tunity with Weaver.   

Adalinda has truly been a bless-

ing to this church as she has 

looked out for the best inter-

ests of the church in her posi-

tion as Church Administrator, 

kept us organized and facilitat-

ed communication.  And she 

had done all this with grace, 

professionalism, and compas-

sion. We will miss her vigilant 

oversight of the day to day 

workings of the church.   

Until the Resource Team deter-

mines what we need to do to 

cover the administrative re-

sponsibilities, we will not be 

maintaining regular office 

hours.  Pastor Cheryl will be at 

the church (or in and out, at 

least) Tuesdays - Fridays.  And if 

you plan to come by the church 

to drop something off, you 

might call first to make sure 

someone is here.  Thanks for 

your understanding! 

 

THANK YOU! 

Dear Grace, 

A big heartfelt thank you to all 

of you for the Christmas bonus-

es you gave to the staff!  We 

are very grateful for your com-

passion and generosity, and are 

grateful to be part of this family 

of faith.  We hope and pray for 

a healthy, safe and happy 2021 

for all! 

With thanks, 

Cheryl, Adalinda, Laura, Ra-

mona, Manuela, Josefina, and 

Linda 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Good News from Grace is published monthly.  
Newsletter articles are due January 31, 2020 for February 3, 2021 

Pastor: The Reverend Cheryl Homsher 
Administrator: TBD; Bookkeeper Adalinda Carl;  

Director of Music: Laura Holleman 
Director of Children Ministries: TBD  

Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services Specialist: Brenda Siller 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Zo Wilson 1/5; Caley Laufer 1/9;  

Ver Nelle Fidler 1/10; Ruth Price 1/15;  
Mark Born 1/16; Violet Singh 1/16;  

B. J. Craft 1/19; Jeff Laufer 1/20;  
Peggy Jezek 1/28;  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 
David Mills and Melissa Mills 1/5 
Jake and Courtney Laufer 1/08; 

Jeff and Chris Laufer 1/12; 
Mark and Lois Born 1/25; 

Ralph and Cheryl Truszkowski 1/26 


