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The people of Grace Presbyterian Church gather to seek and to worship God, and disperse, sharing and celebrating through
love and service, the grace of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Good News from Grace is published monthly.
Newsletter articles are due January 3, 2021 for January 4, 2021
Pastor: The Reverend Cheryl Homsher
Administrator: Adalinda Carl; Director of Music: Laura Holleman
Director of Children Ministries: TBD
Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services Specialist: Brenda Siller

MEMBER INFORMATION
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Anna Lee 12/1, Mike Mills 12/3,
Anna Sverdlenko 12/3, Peggy Vaught 12/4,
Judia Foreman 12/5, Dick McFarlin 12/7,
Mark Nicholas 12/9, Ralph Truszkowski 12/9,
Hycent Angwafo 12/10, Fabian Garcia 12/11,
Linda Brown 12/17,
Judy McFarlin 12/18, Libby Dirks 12/19,
Adalinda Carl 12/23, Doris Mankasoh 12/24,
Alvin Hall 12/25, Lucinda Windsor 12/28,
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!
Bill & Yvonne Phillips 12/3,
Steve & Christi Adams 12/9,
Roger & Jan Artley 12/26,
Doyce & Linda Brown 12/31

ADVENT LIGHT

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20: ZOOM CHRISTMAS
At the beginning of November the Worship Team PAGEANT FOR ALL AGES
discussed Christmas decorations. How could we decorate
on the outside of the building, since very few would see
our lovely inside decorations if we put them up? How
might we convey a message to the neighbors, to those
who drive up and down Garfield Street, a message of
hope and love?
Eventually we remembered that we have lights in our
sanctuary that shine on our stained windows from the
inside, enabling folks outside to see the windows at night.
We got them turned back on (they had been off since the
year they came on in the middle of a Good Friday service
when the sanctuary was supposed to be dark!). The lights
now shine two evenings a week (I think) for several
hours. The first night we turned them on I received a
message through Facebook from one of the neighbors,
which included pictures, saying how much he appreciated
being able to see the beauty of the windows. Yes!!!
Seems to me this is what Advent is about: affirming that
light shines in the darkness and living like we know light
shines in the darkness as we anticipate the birth of Christ.
Beloveds, may the light of Christ shine on you, in you and
through you this Advent season. The world needs it more
than ever! Warmly - Pastor Cheryl Homsher

FAREWELL FOR MARK AND LOIS BORN
Please join us on Saturday morning, December 12th,
between 10-11:15 for an opportunity to say (sadly)
goodbye to Mark and Lois Born and to wish them well in
their upcoming move. This will be a "drive-by" event, in
the church parking lot. Hope to see you there!

We are planning to have a virtual Christmas pageant for
our Sunday morning worship on December 20. It’s
entitled: “Do Not Be Afraid”. We think this is going to be
fun and meaningful because this pageant has about 20
parts (all the usual characters!), so it will be “hands-on”
with lots of participation. So please be thinking about
which part you might like to take on, and let Pastor
Cheryl know if you will help. Everyone will read from the
comfort of their own home; props and costumes strongly
encouraged but not mandatory. We especially want our
children and youth involved in this, so parents and
grandparents please start talking to them about it.

DRESS A LIVE ANGEL
The Mission team wishes to thank all of you who grabbed
one (or two!) kiddos for Dress a Live Angel. And we want
to thank those of you who shopped for those who
couldn’t. It was a bit different, for us this year, picking a
child online rather than getting the opportunity to pick
one off a Christmas tree in the Sanctuary. That part just
FEELS different. What’s the same is that you’re providing
for someone who can’t, and in these days where many
have little, it’s a true blessing you’re providing. A true
gift. Blessings to all who helped or offered to help with
this ministry!

Income

TREASURER’S REPORT
October 2020
Year to Date
$28,596.17
$238,657.69

Expenses

$21,150.38

$231,512.93

Balance

$7,445.79

$7,144.76

FROM THE PASTOR……
RANDOM THOUGHTS AFTER HAVING COVID
On November 9, I got the call that my Covid test was positive. My husband tested positive 3 days before I did, but we didn’t get
his results until after I started getting sick. I thought I would be frightened if either of us came down with this, but we were
actually more concerned that we might have spread it unknowingly to others. I hope and pray we did not. We were not fearful
for ourselves, in part because we had already watched some of you push through bravely and come out on the other side, and
because we had each other, and because we know that even when we don’t feel it there is a Gracious Presence walking with us,
carrying us when we need it, and strengthening us for whatever each new day brings - good or bad.
While we were sick, watching from our comfortable home, we saw Covid cases rising rapidly in our community. And they still
are. Our wonderful hospital staffs in both Midland and Odessa are working extremely hard and fear being completely
overwhelmed within the next couple of weeks. I am grateful for their compassion and commitment, and I pray for their health
and well-being. So please keep wearing those masks! Keep 6 feet apart! Keep washing your hands!
I am grateful that neither B.J. nor I had severe symptoms. B.J.’s felt like a sinus infection. Mine was more like bronchitis. My
symptoms included coughing, body aches, metallic taste in my mouth, headaches, brain fog and fatigue. We took the antibiotics
we were given, and thanked God for Nyquil every night. I ended up with a secondary sinus infection, which put me back under
quarantine for a while longer. So again, I am grateful for doctors, scientists, lab techs, and medicine.
B.J. and I thank you for your prayers, concern, sweet texts and cards, and food. It was nice to feel connected and be upheld by
the community of faith throughout these days of waiting to feel better.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Cheryl Homsher

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Anne Killam & family, on David’s death: Alan Byars - cancer treatment; Raquel Mendoza - cancer treatment; Judy Serpas upcoming knee replacement; Kay Brockman - shoulder surgery; Recovering from Covid: Jim & Alathea Blischke, Mike &
Teresa Mills, Avery Scott, B.J. Craft & Cheryl Homsher, Wayne Ham, Joy Alexander’s parents; All health-care workers,
including those in our church family: Kelcy Truszkowski, Susan Libby, Lindsey Jones, Teresa Mills

THANK YOU
Dear Grace Family,
As I head into Thanksgiving after a very difficult year, I find myself thinking with profound gratitude of David’s and my Grace
family. We have always felt welcome at Grace, from the day David was greeted in the parking lot, before he was even able to
enter the church (Austin and I were still in Carrollton), to the drive by goodbye as we headed for our new life in Denton, TX.
David was so concerned that everyone got a cupcake that day. There is not a church person among you that has not touched
our lives in some way and made them better.
I am grateful for the music programs we have been able to participate in, both bell choir and vocal choir under two fabulous
choir directors. I am grateful for the various classes and Bible studies we were able to attend. I am grateful for the beautiful
sanctuary settings created by the worship committee. I am grateful for the sermons Cheryl delivered with such creativity,
thoughtfulness and heart. I am grateful the coffee cart was moved up so that chatting after church was part of church. I am
grateful for the way all of you embraced Sophie. I am grateful for our small group and the shared warm experiences of that
group. I am grateful for the children’s area which encourages the children to be part of the worship time with the adults.
I am grateful for the love and support we received from all of you, particularly in the years since David was diagnosed with
dementia. I can’t list everyone and everything, since everyone helped out somehow. Yet I would like to mention a few
specifics. I am grateful for those of you who helped take care of our pets, supplying food and even toys. I am grateful for
those of you who brought food and eased our cooking burden. I am grateful for the financial contributions which made a
huge difference in our ability to get through the ongoing transitions brought about by David’s disease. I am grateful for the
prayer support, the weekly check ins to make sure we were okay, the spotting of David when he wandered off. I am grateful
for those who helped pack us up as we prepared to move. We went through so many transitions in such a short time I have
completely lost track of what “normal” might be. I am grateful for the way all of you embraced us and drew us close, even
Sophie, surrounding us with your love.
And now David has transitioned to life with God. I am grateful he was quickly released from his last days of confusion and
disorientation. He was aware of the present until very close to the end and he was so grateful to be cared for by his family
and be in our new home. He loved and was aware of Sophie and she loved him as she cuddled him in his hospital bed. I am
grateful his sister, Candy, was able to be here for his transition and to spend some time with us. His sister Katy will be coming
in early December to spread out the family support. All of us Killams are now transitioning again and doing so on a
foundation of love, support, prayer and faith, which Grace Presbyterian Church helped lay. As much as all of you are missed,
I am grateful to be here with family. I do not know what the future holds, but I know who holds the future, and I am grateful.
Words for the heart,
Anne Killam

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH USA SPECIAL OFFERINGS
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
With the absence of worship last spring, the One Great Hour of Sharing offering
was not taken during the Easter season. The mission team however did provide
$1500 from its mission budget to support this special offering.
Christmas Joy Offering
While there is no worship at church during the Christmas season and worship is
online only, the mission team has approved for the Advent season special
offering, the Christmas Joy Offering, to be by congregational gifting. The
opportunity to give can be accomplished in several ways. Your gift can be mailed
or brought to the church, sent through the PCUSA website at Presbyterian Special
Offerings - Christmas Joy (pcusa.org) or given through the church’s website
at gracemidlandtx.org through the Presbyterian Foundation. While there is no
direct gifting selection for this offering on our website, you may give to the
general fund and note Christmas Joy Offering.
The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected throughout the month of
December. This offering is one of the four Presbyterian Church USA sponsored
offerings. The offering is split equally between the Assistance Program of the
Board of Pensions and Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges. The Assistance
Program of the Board of Pensions provides critical financial assistance to eligible
workers in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and their families, and to qualifying
retired church workers and their families in their time of need.
The Presbyterian Church with its historic commitment to higher learning, has long
promoted education and leadership development through the establishment and
support of Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of
color. Our future church leaders of color can receive much-needed assistance
while they discover and pursue their professional goals at these schools and
colleges. Your gifts allow these ministries to continue sustaining a tradition
Presbyterians have carried out for nearly 140 years. The Presbyterian supported
schools are Menaul School, Albuquerque, NM, Presbyterian Pan American School,
Kingsville, TX and Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, AL.
Thank you for your continued support and prayers for these important
Presbyterian ministries. - Kevin Miller

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
We are planning to start a new women’s Bible
study in January entitled: “Into the Light: Finding
Hope through Prayers of Lament.” This will be a
very timely study because lament is certainly a
proper theological response to the difficult
situations of our world.
One of the foundational points of the study is
that, in scripture, lament usually leads to hope.
After crying out to God, the one who laments
remembers God. And while that doesn’t fix
things in the moment—the injustice, the loss, the
wrong still exist—the one who laments is
strengthened to face the world and to hope.
When we lament, we move from suffering to faith. In our faith there is hope. We
lament in order to hope. Recovering lament may be one of the church’s most
timely gifts to the world. Let’s explore this together!
The study books cost $10 and are available in the church office. We’ll mail one to
you if you wish – just let us know. The study group will meet once a month, on
the first Thursday of the month from 4:30- 5:45. Our first meeting is tentatively
scheduled for January 7. Cheryl Homsher will lead the study. Depending on the
pandemic numbers, we may meet by Zoom, in person or a combination of
both. We will let everyone know closer to the time. If you are interested in doing
this study but the time slot doesn’t work for you, please let Pastor Cheryl know.

PARKING LOT MINISTRY
BLESSING BOX
Your Parking Lot Ministry incorporates
the Labyrinth, Prayer Box, and
Blessing Box. This month we will
concentrate on the Blessing Box.
A few months ago a member made,
and we erected, a Blessing Box next to
the Labyrinth. The purpose of the
Blessing Box is to provide a place
where people in need may come and
take food items left for them by
members of this church and the
community. Over the past several
months, we have put literally
hundreds of dollars of food items into
the Blessing Box. People NEED these
items and evidently need them more
than some of us expected.
We have not only had our members
drive by and put items in the Blessing
Box, but we’ve seen non-members put
items there also. The Blessing Box has
a plexiglass front on it so anyone can
simply drive by and see if there is
room to add more food products.
Please consider helping in this
ministry by putting items into the box.
If the box is already full, you may put
extra items in the basket on the
Mission table in the Narthex. The
basket is labeled ‘Blessing Box’. It’s
best to put non-sugary items in the
Blessing Box. Things like canned
products,
mac-n-cheese,
peanut
butter/jam, beans of any kind,
feminine hygiene items, diapers,
wipes, stews, toothbrushes/paste,
soups and crackers.
We support one another in many
ways, in prayer and action. Honor
your God. As Proverbs reminds us:
‘Whoever oppresses a poor man
insults his Maker, but he who is
generous to the needy honors him.’

