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Good news from…  

GRACE  
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

The people of Grace Presbyterian Church gather to seek and to worship God, and disperse, sharing and 
celebrating through love and service, the grace of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

 
  

STEWARDSHIP 2021 
As the 2021 Stewardship Campaign enters its final weeks, I would like to pause and 
look – not ahead -- but back to the past, very unusual, months. Although the Covid-19 
pandemic caused Grace Church to cease in-person worship ministry never stopped. 
Sunday school classes and committees met – not face-to-face but over the internet. 
We also used the internet and ZOOM meetings to worship together, until we could 
resume more normal worship.  
Our support of Missions also continues, a new Blessing Box ministry provides food and 
other supplies to neighbors in need, and we pray for one another and those around 
us. None of that could have happened without you: your gifts of dollars, food, home 
supplies – and time and love for one another. For that, and on behalf of all the people 
of Grace, we thank you. This year’s Stewardship Campaign is about a month old and 
the response has been heartening.  Again – thank you. Your gifts of time and talent as 
well as your financial gifts – support all the missions and ministries of this church, 
including those that are being planned for 2021 and beyond. 
More opportunities to join worship, by ZOOM, for those who are homebound or 
travelling; Christian education for adults and children, new ministries to the people of 
our community.  
If you have already completed and returned your 2021 pledge form to the church 
office, thank you for supporting the future of your church. If you have not done this, 
please complete your pledge – time, talent and financial support – and mail the pledge 
form to the church office before November 10. We need your information to complete 
planning for 2021. 
We, the people of Grace Presbyterian Church, are the people of God, living in the Light 
of Jesus Christ, whose final commandment was: Make disciples of all the nations, 
beginning in your home town.  
Resource Team 

PARTICIPATING IN THE 
ELECTION 

This year we are hosting a 
voting poll station on No-
vember 3. If you haven’t 
voted stop by Grace and 
cast your vote.   
 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Women’s Bible Study will 
meet the first Thursday of 
the month. We’ll study 
“Love Carved in Stone: A 
Fresh Look at the Ten Com-
mandments” to continue 
with a fresh embrace of the 
Ten Commandments. Join 
us in the Fellowship Hall 
from 4:30-5:45 p.m. for our 
group lesson.  
Schedule 
November 5: Lesson 9  
Don’t Fixate on What You 
Don’t Have 
 

YOUTH  
Come join us for Youth on 
Wednesday evenings from 
6:00-7:30p.m. in the fellow-
ship hall.  
 

THANK YOU 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ of Grace Presbyterian 
Church, 
Thank you so much for 
providing a meal for our 
family after Linda’s passing. 
It meant so much to us and 
was perfectly timed as it 
allowed us to pack and pre-
pare for her funeral. It was 
also perfect traveling food, 
and the chips and chocolate 
chip cookies were especially 
cheering for our younger 
ones.  
With heartfelt gratitude, 
Orin Wade and Family  

  

CHANGES DUE TO COVID 19 
* No trunk or treat 

* No in person worship until further notice.  
 

Contact the church office with any questions or 

concerns at (432) 684-6542 or 

gracemidland@suddenlinkmail.com. 



FROM THE PASTOR… 
Earworm 

 

For the past year I have had an earworm that seems to attack especially when I get in my car 

to drive to the church in the mornings.  This particular earworm is not particularly irritating, 

but it is curious.  I have been looking for some kind of secret message from God or my subcon-

scious in it, and have yet to find one.  But maybe sharing this persistent earworm with you 

will help.  It’s uplifting, theologically sound, and it certainly seems appropriate to shine a light 

on it during stewardship season, because I believe this is what stewardship is all about.  So 

here’s my earworm, written in 1874, by Frances Ridley Havergal: 
 

Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love. 

Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing, Always, only for my King. 

Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from Thee. 

Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect and use Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee. 
 

May this be our prayer, not just during stewardship season, but all year long.  And now I’m 

ready for another earworm! 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Cheryl 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS… 

Judia Foreman’s sister-in-law, Jonnie, as she recovers from surgery. 

From Courtney Laufer:  a friend’s 3 year old girl who had heart surgery. She was released from 
the hospital a few days ago, but now has fluid buildup and other issues. Please pray for strength 

for her and her parents, and peace for this sweet girl. She has been poked and prodded more 
than any 3 year old deserves, and is having a hard time.  

 

David & Anne Killam, in the wake of David taking a fall and being hospitalized 
 

Mike & Teresa Mills, with COVID 19 
 

Raquel Mendoza, cancer treatment 
 

Kay Brockman, shoulder surgery 
 

Members of Carolyn Welton’s family who have COVID 19 
 

Prayers of grace for those who Zoom-bombed / hacked our worship this past Sunday, that God’s 
Spirit will be at work in them 

 

Our homebound members 



  

  

A WORD ABOUT WORSHIP, PANDEMIC-STYLE 
We are very grateful for your forbearance as we try to figure out the best way for us to worship as 

a congregation when “congregating” is not a good idea.  We were able to worship in-person for 

about six weeks, and then the COVID numbers increased dramatically in Midland County.  (They 

were higher here last week than they have ever been.) So we decided to take a (brief?) pause from 

in-person worship.  We know that of necessity many of us are exposed to the virus in a variety of 

ways (work, shopping, family), so we decided not to add to exposure opportunities for any of us.  

Our Grace Re-Grouping Group has been diligently keeping an eye on “the numbers,” and as soon 

as we see them trending back down in our area we will resume worship in-person. 
 

In the meantime, we decided to have worship on-line, on Zoom, an internet entity that offers on-

line meeting opportunities.  It isn’t hard to use, and most of us have access to internet services so 

we can join in.  And it is fun to see everyone’s faces - without masks!  We have done this success-

fully several times now.  However, as you may be aware, on October 25, we ran into security is-

sues, with some folks we didn’t know, folks with too much time on their hands, disrupting our 

worship.  As a result of their presence we had no choice but to shut down our meeting.  While we 

want to be welcoming and open and inviting, to prevent this “Zoom-bombing” from happening 

again, we are taking added security measures.  In the future, when you sign on to our worship 

meetings, or any other church meetings, you will be placed in a “waiting room.” A host who rec-

ognizes your name will then admit you to the meeting.  So, please make sure that the name you 

are signing on with is something other church members will recognize.  We will recognize names 

like “Dee’s iPad,” because, after all, there is only one Dee(!).  But will not be able to recognize 

phone numbers or names like “Pepa” or “Nanny.”  If you don’t know how to change this on your 

computer or device, ask one of your kids or grandkids to help you.   
 

You are of course, welcome to invite friends to join us on Zoom worship, but you will have to let 

us know to expect them. 
 

We know none of this ideal.  However, we are in a season of trying to make things work, trying to 

be faithful, while keeping each other safe.   Again, we are grateful for your willingness to go with 

the flow.  We need each other, and we need to hang together, even when we can’t hang together 

in person! 

THANK YOU 
Dear church,  

Thank you so much for letting me  use the church kitchen the past few years! I could not have fed 

as many people as I did without your support. I appreciate your generosity and kindness, and how 

you support the community. Thank you again, and I hope to see you all around! 

Sincerely, Hilary Cosby.  

 

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT  
October 2019          Year to Date  

Income             $22,348.82                $210,061.52 
Expenses         $18,738.42                 $201,708.05 
Balance            $3,610.40                 $8,353.47          
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Good News from Grace is published monthly.  
Newsletter articles are due November 29, 2020 for November 30, 2020 

Pastor: The Reverend Cheryl Homsher 
Administrator: Adalinda Carl; Director of Music: Laura Holleman 

Director of Children Ministries: TBD  
Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services Specialist: Brenda Siller 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Don Carlton 11/2, Sharon Copenhaver 11/5,   

Kevin Miller 11/5, Tyger Clark 11/11, 
Sara Watson 11/16, Mary Burrichter 11/23,  
Dennis Koonce 11/25, Carol O’Briant 11/25,   

Chris Laufer 11/27, Hayley Starr 11/28 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Wayne & Kelli Ham 11/21 

Paul & Suzi Thompson 11/23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DON’T FORGET TO CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS 
Sunday, November 1.  


