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GREETING 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Friends and neighbors, in the middle of this season of 
Covid-19, we pause to observe Ash Wednesday 
together as a faith community. 
We remember that God made us from fragile, blessed 
dust and breathes through us the breath of life and love. 
From dust we are created in God’s image and to God’s good dust we shall return. 
With dust and oil we claim the mark of God’s beloved creature. 
Today we begin our 40-day Lenten journey to discover who we are created to be 
as God’s beloved. 
In daily practices of prayer and service we will embark upon this Lenten journey. 
We follow Jesus, God’s Beloved Child, bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh in whom we 
see God’s image most clearly. 
So come, let us pray for strength and imagination to follow Jesus wherever he will lead us 
this Lent. 
 
HYMN: “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me” (Glory to God #703)  (mute & sing) 

 
Jesus, thy boundless love to me no thought can reach, no tongue declare; 
O knit my thankful heart to thee, and reign without a rival there! 
Thine, holy thine alone, I’d live; myself to thee entirely give. 

O, grant that nothing in my soul may dwell but Thy pure love alone;  
O, may thy love possess me whole, my Joy, my Treasure, and my Crown! 
All coldness from my heart remove; may every act, word, thought, be love. 

O Love, how gracious is thy way! All fear before thy presence flies; 
Care, anguish, sorrow, melt away where’er thy healing beams arise. 
O Jesus, nothing may I see, nothing desire or seek, but thee. 

 
PRAYER 
 

 



READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE 
 
MESSAGE 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
 
INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE 
 
LITANY OF PENITENCE 

Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and to the whole 
communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
We have not listened to your call to serve as Christ served us.  
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness.   
For the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives,  
have mercy on us, O God. 
For our self-indulgent appetites and ways and our exploitation of other people,  
have mercy on us, O God. 
For our anger at our own frustration  
and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 
have mercy on us, O God. 
For our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts,  
and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 
have mercy on us, O God. 
For our negligence in prayer and worship, 
and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 
have mercy on us, O God. 
Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done. 
For our neglect of human need and suffering  
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,  
have mercy on us, O God. 
 



For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors,  
and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, 
have mercy on us, O God. 
For our waste and pollution of your creation 
and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 
have mercy on us, O God. 
Restore us, O God of our salvation, and show us your steadfast love. 
Turn to us in your mercy and redeem us. 
 

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 
 
ANOINTING WITH OIL (IN PLACE OF IMPOSITION OF ASHES) 
 

Prayer of Blessing 
 

Anointing 
 

Reconciliation and Assurance 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
May the God of mercy, who forgives all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
HYMN “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” (Glory to God #418) 

 
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling for you and for me; 
See, on the portals He’s waiting and watching, Watching for you and for me. 

Refrain:  Come home, come home, You who are weary, come home; 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, Calling, O sinner, come home! 

Oh, for the wonderful love He has promised, Promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, He has mercy and pardon, Pardon for you and for me. 

       Refrain 
 
BLESSING 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 
 


