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Good News from 

Grace Presbyterian Church 
2801 N. Garfield, Midland, Texas 

432-684-6542 

March 2021 

 

Grace Worship Schedule 
 

The Worship Committee, working with the Grace Regrouping Group, is closely and continually monitoring the 

Covid-19 situation in Midland. We wish to return to in-person worship as soon as it is safely possible.  

 

We are hopeful that as the vaccine continues to grow in its prevalence and with continued decline in new cases 

and hospitalization, we will soon be looking at returning to safe live worship. So stay tuned!  We will let you 

know of any changes to our worship schedule.  For at least the first 2 weeks in March, we will worship by 

Zoom.  If you want to join us, call the church office and we will give you the information. 

 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

One Great Hour of Sharing is one of the few special collections we offer every year.  The money raised through 

this special collection goes to three endeavors in approximately equal proportions—Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance (PDA), Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) and Self-Development of People (SDOP). 

PDA works alongside communities as they recover and 

find hope after the devastation of natural or human caused 

disasters.  Money is also used for refugee aid. 

PHP takes action to alleviate hunger, to care for creation, 

and to address the systemic causes of poverty so all may 

be fed. 

SDOP invests in communities responding to their 

experiences of oppression, poverty, and injustice, and 

educates Presbyterians about the impact of these issues.   

In the first half of 2020, over $4 million was approved for almost 500 grants in the US and abroad for PDA 

alone.  Lately, the PHP has spent over $1 million purchasing chickens, pigs, rabbits, and goats, establishing bee 

hives, planting seedlings and seeds, providing water pumps, purchasing fair trade coffee, and creating farms.  

SDOP has worked with well over 40 states and countries for building development, human rights, co-op 

assistance, agro-ecology, food truck buying assistance, and baking services to name a few. 

During the month of March, we will be focusing on several areas where Grace is involved in the Self 

Development of People.  We will highlight these areas during the worship service the last Sunday of February 

and three Sundays in March.  All of this will lead up to our contribution Sunday on or around Easter Sunday.  

Please be in prayer as you contemplate how much you wish to donate to this Ministry.   

The people of Grace Presbyterian Church 

gather to seek and to worship God, and 

disperse, sharing and celebrating, 

through love and service, the grace of 

God, Father (Creator),  

Son and Holy Spirit. 
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An Ashless Ash Wednesday 
(a slightly revised version of my Ash Wednesday meditation…) 

 

Ash Wednesday is usually a sincere and serious kind of worship service, as we contemplate our mortality before 

God and enter into the reflective, repentant season of Lent.  We had planned a parking lot service, so we could 

go car to car and impose ashes with a Q-tip, to maintain safe protocols.  But our plans changed… due to a 

delightful rare winter snow storm which gave way to deep concern over people’s safety due to power outages, 

frozen pipes and extended bitter cold.  It was a worrisome week.  Nevertheless, those who could, gathered by 

Zoom to step into season of Lent together 

 

In 2020, we started Lent together, but never got to finish it. In fact it seems like we have been in Lent for a 

whole year now, as we have “given things up” and witnessed the suffering in our community and in our world.  

There has been the physical suffering of people who have become ill, and there has been an emotional toll as 

well.  The isolation for some is painful, people have been concerned about their jobs and their businesses, 

children and teens have been stressed by the different modes of learning, there’s the grief of loss, and the list 

goes on. 

 

I was glad, actually, that we made the last minute change in the plans for our Ash Wednesday service, and held 

an “ashless” Ash Wednesday. Ashes are used to 

remind us of our mortality, and our need to repent. 

“Remember that you are dust,” we say, “and to dust 

you shall return.”  We’ve had our mortality held up 

in front of us all year long.  And we have been worn 

down.  Our spirits are desperately in need of 

restoration. 

 

So this year, instead of ashes, we used oil - the oil 

of healing, oil which represents restoration.  We 

used oil to remind us to turn to the One who desires 

to give us a garland of celebration instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy instead of having us be in mourning, 

as the prophet Isaiah reminds us. 

 

So we bring Lent 2020 to an end, as we enter into 

Lent 2021.  We don’t forget the suffering and 

anxiety, we cannot and should not.  But we can re-

focus, re-orient our lives.  We can examine our 

faith; we can engage in small practices along the 

way that open channels in us for God to be at work 

in us and through us.  This is what repentance is, 

and Lent is a season for repentance -  it’s about 

turning away from that which separates us from God and turning toward God, and that which draws us closer 

to God. 

 

So take time to breathe during this Lenten season.  Take time to place yourself in God’s presence, and let God 

love you.  Hear God’s words of life to you.  Let God restore your spirit.  One of the things we affirm on Ash 

Wednesday is that God is God, and we’re not.  So this Lenten season, let God be God to you, and be your dusty, 

ashy self in God’s presence.  Let God be God to you and let God breathe the breath of life into you once again. 

In Christ’s peace,  Cheryl Homsher 

~ Isaiah 61: 1-4 ~ 

 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because 

the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

    to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

    and release to the prisoners; 

to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

    and the day of vengeance of our God; 

    to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit... 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

    they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

    the devastations of many generations. 
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Bells Are Back!!! 
 

Celebration! Handbell Choir is rehearsing weekly - every Tuesday evening, at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary.  

 

Please Remember in Your Prayers 
 

Gorman Wiseman; Kay Brockman; Ruth Price; Judy Serpas; Alan Byars; Raquel Mendoza; Jeff & Rita McDonald 

and family, on the death of Jeff’s mother 

 

Blessing Box Update 
 

The Blessing Box is located in the parking lot near the labyrinth.  

It provides food products for people in need here in the local 

community.   Since its installment last year we’ve noticed a very 

large usage of its products, so we’ve spent quite a bit of time and 

money buying food products and keeping it stocked.  We’ve 

received a grant from the Presbytery to help buy the food products 

and the Mission Team has included money in the budget this year 

to buy food products. 

Also, especially recently, you all have contributed a good portion 

of food products.  THANK YOU!  Please continue to bring 

needed food products to the church.   A list of those products is 

available in the narthex.  We encourage you to bring food 

products on the first Sunday or during the first week of each 

month.  You may put food items in the Blessing Box container in 

the Narthex or on the floor by the table.  Again, THANK YOU 

for supporting this ministry! 

 

Calling All Who Like to Color! 
 

If you've driven by the Blessing Box (at the north edge of our north parking lot), you may have noticed that there 

is usually a picture on the front.  If you - or a child in your life - enjoys coloring/drawing, we would love to feature 

your art on the Box. Just bring your picture to the office and put in Judy Brown's box; the picture will be  

laminated and displayed, as needed. The colors tend to fade in the sun, so the more pictures, the better! 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
“Into the Light: Finding Hope through Prayers of Lament.” 

 

We have begun our new study, but it’s not too late to join us! The study books cost $10 and are available in the 

church office.  We’ll mail one to you if you wish – just let us know.  The study group meets once a month, on the 

first Thursday of the month from 4:30- 5:45.   

 

Social Media, Email, etc… 
 

If you wish to receive email from the church and are currently not on our email list, please call the church office  

and let us know.  Also, if your email changes, please let us know. 
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The church has a Facebook page and a Facebook group.  The Facebook Page is more for community outreach  

and advertising.  To follow our Facebook page, all you need to do is look it up, and “like” it.  Only the 

administrators can post on the Facebook Page.  You can help spread the word about what our church is doing if 

you “share” our posts from time to time.   

 

If you wish to be invited to join our Facebook Group, please let us know. Any group member can post in the 

Facebook Group.  Look there for thought-provoking discussion questions, and more pictures of what’s going on 

around the church. 

 

Church Office Update 
 

The Resource Team is looking for someone to fill a part-time (20 hours/week) Office Administrator position at 

our church.  If you know of someone who might be interested in this or would like a copy of the position 

description, please contact the church office.   

 

Adalinda Carl, who previously held this position, continues to work for the church on an hourly basis, taking 

care of the bookkeeping and finances.  (Whew!) 

 

Until we fill the Office Administrator position we are grateful for the volunteers who are helping out.  Judy 

Brown (853-3056) is coordinating volunteers and will be glad to hear from you if you can help.  

 

Please be aware that our office hours are a bit random right now - so please call before coming to the church, to 

be sure someone is here. 

 

REFLECTIONS MINISTRY 

IDENTIFY          EQUIP         RESTORE 

ARE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW A VICTIM OF SEX TRAFFICKING? 

Did you know that Texas is #2 in the nation for human trafficking, with the Permian Basin area ranking in the 

top 5 worst places in the nation for trafficking? 

Last year the Mission Team asked Lisa Bownds to come talk to us about Reflection Ministry.   Having been 

trafficked herself, Lisa is now a survivor, and started Reflections a few years ago.   

Reflections helps to Identify victims, Equip cities and people to aid these victims, and Restore victims as they 

recover and re-enter mainstream society.  Reflections has a village outside of Midland.  

 Largely from their web site, reflectionministriestx.org: 

“The Village is a safe, secure environment providing 24/7 awake, licensed support staff. The focus upon arrival 

for a resident is crisis management which incorporates group and individual therapies, identity restoration, full 

medical evaluations, law enforcement and legal assistance. The Village provides individual accommodations 

for multiple residents. It is equipped with a commercial kitchen, library, educational area, multiple living 

spaces, laundry facilities, and an integrated security system.” 

The village also has a chapel, a garden, central park, and a barn.  Residents have their own bedroom and 

bathroom facilities.   Residents can stay up to 4 years while they focus on self identity, mental and physical 

support, and life skills and goals. 

Reflections Ministry will present a short Moment for Mission during our worship on March 28th. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

From the Profit and Loss Statement 

 (Operating Budget) 

                         January 2021           Year to date  

Income             $17,110.13              $17,110.13  

Expenses         $26,126.26              $26,126.26  

Balance            ($9,016.13)             ($9,016.13)

 

 
 

 

Mission Notes 

Family Promise: Mark your calendars! From March 7-13 Grace will providing meals to families 

staying at the Day Center. 

Travel Toiletries: We always welcome donations of travel toiletries. Jeff McDonald takes these to 

various organizations around town including Breaking Bread Kitchen Ministry and Safe Place.  

Manna Bags: The Manna Bags are available at the church for you to keep in your car and hand out to 

people on the street corners asking for help.  They contain facemasks, food items and information about 

where to get help.  Feel free to come by and pick them up. 

Growing with Grace: We continue to pack sacks of food for Fannin Elementary students to take home 

with them on the weekends. 

Prayer Box.  Also by the labyrinth on the edge of our north parking lot is the Grace “Prayer Box.”  

Anyone from the community is welcome to come by and drop in a prayer request.  Requests will be kept 

anonymous as they are shared with the congregation. 

Grace continues to support our Mission Partners each month: Marion Medical Mission, Family 

Promise, Tres Rios Presbytery, Community Children’s Clinic, Reflection Ministries, and others.   

We received Thank You notes from these mission partners: Family Promise; Community Children’s 

Clinic 

 

 
Happy Birthday! 

 

3/2 John McDaniel 
3/5 Madilyn Boaz 

3/7 Stu Dirks 
3/8 Megan Rico 
3/9 Jake Laufer 
3/10 Mary Taylor  

3/11 Danny Koonce 

3/12 Kelsey Carl 

3/13 Austin Killam 

3/13 Cheryl Homsher 

3/14 Joy Alexander 

3/17 Bob Dawson, Jr. 

3/20 Roger Artley 

3/24 Kathy Embry 

3/31 Albert Karch 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

3/4  Ryan & Elyse Starr 

3/17 Mark & Susan Kelley 
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March 2021 Calendar 

Grace Presbyterian Church 

 
Tuesday, March 2  7:00 pm Celebration! Handbell Choir (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday, March 3  2:00 pm Soul Sisters 

    6:00 pm Youth Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 

    7:00 pm Grace Re-Grouping Group (Zoom) 

Thursday, March 4  9:30 am Worship Team (Zoom) 

    4:30 pm Women’s Bible Study (Zoom & Koinonia Room) 

    7:00 pm Mission Team (Fellowship Hall) 

Friday, March 5  1:00 pm Tres Rios Presbytery Meeting (Zoom) 

March 7-13 Hosting Family Promise by providing dinner each night for the families 

Sunday, March 7  9:30 am Sunday School (Zoom) 

    11:00 am Worship with the Lord’s Supper (Zoom) 

Tuesday, March 9  7:00 pm Celebration! Handbell Choir (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday, March 10 2:00 pm Soul Sisters (Ann W’s home) 

    6:00 pm Youth Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 

Friday, March 12  1:00 pm Friendship House Friendship Night (Fellowship Hall) 

Sunday, March 14  Daylight Savings Time Begins - Spring Forward!!! 

9:30 am Sunday School (Zoom) 

    11:00 am Worship (Zoom) 

Tuesday, March 16  7:00 pm  Celebration! Handbell Choir (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday, March 17 2:00 pm Soul Sisters 

    6:00 pm Youth Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 

Sunday, March 21  9:30 am Sunday School  

    11:00 am Worship  

Tuesday, March 23  6:00 pm Friendship House - Open House (Fellowship Hall) 

7:00 pm Celebration! Handbell Choir (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday, March 24 2:00 pm Soul Sisters 

    6:00 pm Youth Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 

Thursday, March 25  7:00 pm Session (Zoom) 

Sunday, March 28  9:30 am Sunday School  

    11:00 am Palm Sunday/ Passion Sunday Worship  

Tuesday, March 30  7:00 pm Celebration! Handbell Choir (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday, March 31  2:00 pm Soul Sisters 

    6:00 pm Youth Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 

 

 

 


