The people of Grace Presbyterian Church gather to seek and to worship God, and disperse,
sharing and celebrating through love and service, the grace of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit..

UPDATED PROTOCOLS / NEW NORMAL

Our session (governing council), in response to new recommendations from the Center for Disease Control, and with guidance from Grace’s “Re-grouping Group,” has made the changes listed below in protocol for worship and other gatherings
at the church. These changes will move us closer to a return to “normal,” which many will welcome. However, we are
aware that some people necessarily prefer to remain more cautious, which we respect, also. Christ’s love for us, and his
commandment to us to love one another, call us to continue to respect one another, show grace to one another, and be
especially mindful of caring for the vulnerable, and “the least ones” who are members of Christ’s family.
For small group meetings:
Those who have been completely vaccinated may participate without wearing a mask or practicing social distancing.
Those who have not been vaccinated are encouraged to wear masks and practice social distancing.
We expect that some discussion and negotiating may need to take place within each group, so that everyone feels comfortable.
For worship:
Those who have been completely vaccinated may participate without wearing a mask or practicing social distancing. .
Those who have not been vaccinated are encouraged to wear a mask and practice social distancing.
Singing:
Those who have been completely vaccinated may sing (with or without a mask) – yea!!!
Those who are not vaccinated are requested to wear a mask if they sing.
Other:
For now, we will continue to use individual packaged elements for communion (wait til you see the new, easier-to-open
ones we will use next week!); offering plates will remain at the sanctuary doors; hand sanitizer will be available; we will
take actions that promote air circulation.
Please show forbearance and grace as we navigate these very welcome shifts, along with the news that the pandemic, for
us here in west Texas, seems to be winding down.

BURGERS AND BLESSINGS
EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 6 PM, FELLOWSHIP HALL
JULY 07 2021 – AUGUST 11 2021

You are invited to share your favorite side dish or dessert, not required to attend. Grace will provide
Burgers & Dogs with the fixings along with tea, lemonade, and water.
Volunteers to work in the Kitchen or be a grill master please contact Ralph Truszkowski to schedule a
Wed. or more that you would be willing to help. Entertainment or Program: Please contact Ralph
Truszkowski (retski@suddenlink.net or 432-260-1647) if would like to provide short entertainment or a
program.
Covid Precautions:
 All will be asked to wash their hands with soap and water and/or use the hand sanitizer available
prior to going thru the serving line.
 We encourage those who have not been fully vaccinated to wear a mask, when not eating, and
practice social distancing.
 We respect decision of those who have been fully vaccinated to wear a mask and/or practice social
distancing.
 We ask those who are not on the kitchen staff to not enter thru the back kitchen door so we can
limit those in the kitchen.
Let’s come celebrate with our congregation this opportunity to share fun, fellowship and food.

LEARNING TO LAMENT

Last week in the pastors’ Bible Study I participate in, one of the pastors asked: How do we honor what’s happened and what
we’ve been through? At first I thought: What!? Why?! But the question has stayed with me.
Last year at this time we heard the word “unprecedented” until we were sick of it. Now we are hearing the word “normal”
again and again, and it is a welcome part of our vocabulary. We are eager and ready to return to normal - whatever that means
for each of us. And while I welcome normal, I recognize that we have been through trauma with this pandemic; and in some
parts of the world COVID 19 is not yet in the rear-view mirror. We want normal, but many lives have been re-routed, sent on a
permanent detour due to the pandemic and its ripple effects. Loved one have died; businesses closed; isolation for those already isolated reached unbearable lows; health care workers have experienced emotional and physical exhaustion like never
before; people have adapted to changes and shown tremendous resilience, while some are just barely hanging on. We can’t
just say it’s behind us now and that’s that, end of story.
One of the Biblical responses to trauma is to lament. A lament involves pouring out your sorrows and griefs to God. A lament
is not simply an expression of regret over something gone wrong; it is not about whining or blowing off steam. In the Bible, a
lament is a deeply emotional prayer, usually given in response to something people have no control over.
Biblical laments often follow a recognizable form: they begin by 1) addressing God and acknowledging a relationship with
God. 2) telling God what’s wrong (don’t hold back!). 3) pleading for God to act. 4) offering a statement of trust and faith in
God.
Practicing lament and being intentional in times of overwhelming grief and fear will help in a couple important ways. For one
thing, lament helps us put parameters around our fear and grief so we are not completely overwhelmed. Lament also keeps us
connect to God, who is big enough to handle whatever we dish out. Lament pulls us back to remembering and naming times
of God’s faithfulness, the times when God was with us, helping us in the past. Practicing lament can open up channels for
God to be at work in us and in our world. Engaging in lament serves to remind us that God is God and we’re not, and that God
always longs to draw us near and hold our hearts (in whatever condition they are in) in God’s divine wounded hands.
So perhaps we honor what’s happened and we honor ourselves by naming, and not forgetting what we’ve been through and
the impact it has had on us. And we honor God through prayers of lament… and thanksgiving. Maybe this is what normal
truly is.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Cheryl Homsher

WE NEED YOU!

Worshiping at Grace is a wonderful, spirit filled experience. But is doesn’t just happen. Everyone giving a small amount of
their time and energy to help are what makes the difference.
We need volunteers to help out in three areas of our worship service:
Usher- Help greet people, pass out bulletins, take headcount, conduct offering, and help straighten up the sanctuary after the
service.
Communion Prep- Procure and prepare the communion elements, cleanup after the service.
Time with Young Disciples (TWYD) - conduct a short, fun Bible lesson for our children during the worship service.
If you would be interested in helping out in one or more of these activities please sign up on the sign up sheet in the church
Narthex. Or send a quick e-mail to Worship Team Leader Bob Alexander at raalexander@sbcglobal.net or give Bob a call or
text at 432 889-9834.
Everyone pitching in is what church is all about. We need everyone’s assistance including you.

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH!

At the March session meeting, our session voted for Grace to be a Matthew 25 church! What does that mean? We will be
working to address issues of congregational vitality, alleviating poverty, and dismantling racism. Stay tuned - more information to come soon. In the meantime, read Matthew 25:31-46 in your Bible, and go to https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/matthew-25/ to learn more!

GRACE LAWN MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE
WEEK

June 20

Mower
June 27 Rane

July 11
July 18 Ralph
July 25 August 1 Jeff L.

DUTIES
Weed
Wacker

Blower Remarks
TREASURER’S REPORT
Income
Expenses
Balance

April 2021
$30,097.33
$21,046.32
$9,051.01

Year to Date
$88,489.12
$81,612.30
$6,876.82

MISSION ‘MINDERS

Friendship House: Friendship House meets at Grace almost every day of the week, utilizing the Fellowship Hall
and Kitchen. They provide life-skills day program for young adults with special needs.
Continue to pray for the leaders and participants.
Blessing Box: We always welcome non-perishable food donations for the Blessing Box; the FIRST SUNDAY of the
month is designated as the day to bring donations.
Soul Sisters: The Soul Sisters continue to mail birthday cards each month to the inmates at Lynaugh Prison Unit
in Ft. Stockton.
Family Promise: The Mission Team is planning a 'field trip' to tour the new facilities of the Day Center and adjoining new duplexes--more to come!
Travel Toiletries: We always welcome donations of travel toiletries. Jeff McDonald takes these to various organizations around town including Breaking Bread Kitchen Ministry and Safe Place.
Manna Bags: Manna Bags are available at the church for you to keep in your car and hand out to people on the
street corners asking for help. They contain facemasks, food items and information about where to get help. Feel free to
come by and pick them up.
Prayer Box: By the labyrinth on the edge of our north parking lot is the Grace “Prayer Box.” Anyone from the community is welcome to come by and drop in a prayer request. Requests will be kept anonymous as they are shared with
the congregation.
Grace continues to support our Mission Partners each month: Marion Medical Mission, Family Promise, Tres Rios
Presbytery, Community Children’s Clinic, Reflection Ministries, and others.
Little Lending Library: It is in place by the labyrinth! (Thanks to Jeff Laufer for building it!). Feel free to bring a
book or two to put in the box for others to enjoy. You probably won't get your book back,
so bring something you're comfy giving away.

“Please pray for myself and my family for guidance. Thank you for help with food.
Mother, 4 kids, and estranged husband of 21 years.”

THANK YOU
From Community Children’s Clinic
Dear Grace Presbyterian Church,
Please know that your gifts are important to the mission at the clinic. We are fortunate to have you as partners in
this endeavor!
In May, visits to the clinic began to pic up and although we are not back to pre-covid numbers we are getting
closer. Just in time, I ight add for summer which means things will get quiet again for a few months.
As expected we didn't see a lot of COVID cases as children thankfully are not as easily affected as adults. We did
however have one positive test yesterday so we know it’s still here. Hopefully the nubers will continue to stay
low.
Praying you all stay healthy and have a blessed summer.
Sincerely,
Renee Meiner
Executive Director.

Kay Brockman (moved to Dallas area with daughter); Raquel
Mendoza (cancer): Bob Dawson (cancer); Judy Serpas (hand
surgery); Lynda Clark (dental surgery)

Grace Presbyterian Church
2801 N. Garfield
Midland, Texas 79705
432-684-6542 Fax: 432-684-3892
Web address: gracemidlandtx.org
Email address: gracemidland@suddenlinkmail.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Good News from Grace is published monthly.
Newsletter articles are due July 23, 2021 for July 26, 2021

Pastor: The Reverend Cheryl Homsher
Administrator: Adalinda Carl; Director of Music: Laura Holleman
Director of Children Ministries: TBD
Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services Specialist: Brenda Siller
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

SESSION TEAM ASSIGNMENTS

JUNE: Susan Kelley 6/01, Anne Killam 6/3,
Christi Gallegos 6/7, Azalynn Truszkowski 6/10,
Sharon Short 6/12, Jalyn Fiske 6/13
Joyce Sherrod 6/16,
Carolyn Welton 6/16, Melissa Taylor 6/23

Your church leaders would be grateful for your help in the
various areas of our church life. Please feel free to contact
any of these folks to volunteer to help with the area of
church ministry and mission under their leadership. This
is how your faith grows - by being involved. Also, please
keep these folks in your prayers!

JULY: Bett Semmelbeck 7/3, Karen Dirks 7/4,
Kelsi Embry 7/5,
Taylor Copenhaver 7/6,
Cody Embry 7/7, Nataliia Kupchenko 7/7,
Rita McDonald 7/14, Samantha Kupchenko 7/16,
Charlie Copenhaver 7/19, Mary Lou Hall 7/24,
Ryan Starr 7/26, Mary Sue Alexander 7/27
Glyna Kretzler 7/28, Sarah Salvas 7/30

Resource Team: Bob Dawson, Chair; Violet Singh
Christian Education: Jalyn Fiske, Chair; Judy Serpas
Worship: Bob Alexander, Chair; Peggy Jezek
Service: Craig Brown (Mission);
Lynda Clark & Ralph Truszkowski (everything else!)
Clerk: Judy Brown
Treasurer: Linda Harrington

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!
JUNE: David & Vicky McWilliams 6/14,
Dick & Judy McFarlin 6/17,
Calvin & Judy Serpas 6/20,
Don & Frances Carlton 6/29
JULY: Mike & Teresa Mills 7/11,
Albert Karch & Tracey Dees 7/17,
Roger & Lynda Clark 7/19,
Danny & Julie Koonce 7/22,
Mark & Violet Singh 7/23,
Charles & Jean Rico 7/26

Session Members-Save the Date
Retreat Afternoon-Saturday June 12, 1-4 pm
SUNDAY SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Please consider donating flowers for one of the Sundays in
2021. The sign-up sheet is on the table in the atrium. You
will receive a reminder before your designated date. Your
gift is greatly appreciated. (Cost is $50)

