The people of Grace Presbyterian Church gather to seek and to worship God, and disperse,
sharing and celebrating through love and service, the grace of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit..

UPDATED PROTOCOLS / NEW NORMAL

Everyone is asked to practice social distancing and wear a mask - regardless of vaccination status - during all indoor church events. Please do not put one of your fellow church members, or a
staff member, in the awkward position of having to ask you to wear a mask. We do this out of love
and concern for one another.

For those unable or not comfortable joining us for In-Person worship please join us on Zoom or
Facebook Live (contact pastor Cheryl Homsher about how to connect).
Church meetings may be held in person, or by Zoom, or a combination of In-Person and Zoom.
Contact Pastor Cheryl to set up Zoom Meetings.
Christ’s love for us, and his commandment to us to love one another, call us to continue to respect
one another, show grace to one another, and be especially mindful of caring for the vulnerable, and
“the least ones” who are members of Christ’s family.

WELCOME TRACY

We are so excited to have Tracy Morton as our new Office
Administrator. I hope you will take time to stop by the office, say hello,
and get to know her. She brings a wealth of office management and
bookkeeping experience to this position, as well as a love for people
and willingness to learn. Welcome Tracy!

SAYING GOODBYE TO ADALINDA CARL

On a Wednesday evening in July we had a farewell Burgers and
Blessings Adalinda Carl, who has been our office administrator since
2012. We are sad to loose her to Whitley Penn, an accounting firm in
Odessa. Their gain is our loss. We have been grateful for Adalinda’s careful, loving attention to our
church's administration and people during her time with us. She is still working for us occasionally,
helping to bring Tracy on board. Wishing her all the best in her new adventure.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The Women’s Bible Study will meet on Thursdays at 4:30 pm in the Koinonia room and by Zoom. We
will be studying chapters 6 (lament over the city) and 4 (creation laments), of the book “Into the
Light,” Copies of the book are still available.

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH!
At the March session meeting, our session voted for Grace to be a Matthew 25 church! What does
that mean? We will be working to address issues of congregational vitality, alleviating poverty, and
dismantling racism. Stay tuned - more information to come soon. In the meantime, read Matthew
25:31-46 in your Bible, and go to https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/ to learn
more!

STAFF OPENING: KIDS CLUB DIRECTOR
The Christian Education Team offered a “Mini Vacation Bible School” for our church elementary-age
children each Wednesday night in July. The theme was “Daily Bread Café”. We had a great time! Our
children were so excited to be here - back in the church together - and we loved seeing them! We had 8
- 10 children each week. These are children who are directly connected to our congregation.
So Now We Need Your Help!
We are looking to hire a Director of Children’s Ministry. This is a very part-time but very important position. The main focus of the position is leading our Wednesday night Kids Club through the school year.
If you know of someone who might be interested in this position, or might do well in this position,
please let Jeff Laufer, Violet Singh or Pastor Cheryl know. If you would like to see the position description, please contact the church office.

WE NEED YOU!
Worshiping at Grace is a wonderful, spirit filled experience. But is doesn’t just happen. Everyone giving
a small amount of their time and energy to help are what makes the difference.
We need volunteers to help out in three areas of our worship service:
Usher- Help greet people, pass out bulletins, take headcount, conduct offering, and help straighten up
the sanctuary after the service.
Communion Prep- Procure and prepare the communion elements, cleanup after the service.
Time with Young Disciples (TWYD) - conduct a short, fun Bible lesson for our children during the worship service.
If you would be interested in helping out in one or more of these activities please sign up on the sign up
sheet in the church Narthex. Or send a quick e-mail to Worship Team Leader Bob Alexander at raalexander@sbcglobal.net or give Bob a call or text at 432 889-9834.
Everyone pitching in is what church is all about. We need everyone’s assistance including you.
OUR NEW PIANO!
Well, It’s new to us. Thank you to Mike and Teresa Mills and their family for our shiny new gift. It is a
beautiful addition to our family (of equipment). Laura Holleman - Have you named her yet?

GRACE LAWN MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE
WEEK

Sept 5

Mower
Sept 12 Ralph

Sept 26

Oct 3 Rane

DUTIES
Weed
Wacker

Blower Remarks

TREASURER’S REPORT
Income
Expenses
Balance

July 2021
$30,097.33
$21,046.32
$9,051.01

Year to Date
$88,489.12
$81,612.30
$6,876.82

MISSION ‘MINDERS

Friendship House: Friendship House meets at Grace almost every day of the week, utilizing the Fellowship Hall and Kitchen. They provide life-skills day program for young adults with special needs.
Continue to pray for the leaders and participants.
Blessing Box: The FIRST SUNDAY of the month is designated as the day to bring donations. Non perishables only please.
Soul Sisters: The Soul Sisters continue to meet Wednesdays at 2pm at Manor Park for fun, fellowship,
Bible study, and their Outreach Mission. If interested you can contact Judia Foreman at 432-684-8695 or email
her at perry.4man@yahoo.com
Travel Toiletries: Jeff McDonald takes these to various organizations around town including Breaking
Bread Kitchen Ministry and Safe Place.
Manna Bags: Manna Bags are available at the church for you to keep in your car and hand out to people on the street corners asking for help. They contain facemasks, food items and information about where to
get help. Feel free to come by and pick them up.
Prayer Box: By the labyrinth on the edge of our north parking lot is the Grace “Prayer Box.” Anyone
from the community is welcome to come by and drop in a prayer request. Requests will be kept anonymous as
they are shared with the congregation.
Continued support for our Mission Partners each month: Marion Medical Mission, Family Promise,
Tres Rios Presbytery, Community Children’s Clinic, Reflection Ministries, and others.
Little Lending Library: Jeff Laufer, “It’s holding up and definitely being used by the community”. Great
carpentry skills! Mark Singh called to say “I’m so happy it’s getting used”. The box is located by the labyrinth! Feel free to bring a book or two to put in the box for others to enjoy. Remember, you probably won't
get your book back, so bring a give away book.

We are putting together THREE research/information-gathering teams to consider possible uses of the
St. Andrews Funds ($172,000 ear-marked for mission and children’s ministry).
TEAM #1 - Will explore affordable child care, etc.: and will meet after worship on Sunday, September
12th.
TEAM #2 - will explore the possibility of a community garden on our grounds; and will meet after worship on Sunday, September 19th.
TEAM #3 - will explore other ways to address food insecurity in our community; and will meet after worship on Sunday, September 26th.
It’s not too late to sign-up to be part of one of these teams; The sign-up sheets are on the table in the
Narthex.

The Family of Fran Dawson, who died on July 18
Mary Lou Hall and Family on death of Al Hall on August 13
Bob Dawson, recovering from cancer surgery
Richard Jackson, recovering from a fall
Bob Alexander, recovering from a fall
The people of Haiti
The people Afghanistan
The people whose lives were affected by Hurricane Ida
Medical staff caring for COVID patients
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Good News from Grace is published monthly.
Newsletter articles are due September 23, 2021 for October, 2021
Pastor: The Reverend Cheryl Homsher
Administrator: Tracy Morton; Director of Music: Laura Holleman
Director of Children Ministries: TBD
Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services Specialist: Brenda Siller

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
SEPTEMBER:

John Strachan
09/01
Jeff McDonald
09/07
Delma Barrientos 09/12
Paul Thompson 09/17
Lois Born 09/18
Roger Clark 09/20
Marcela Marmol 09/20
Jan Artley 09/21
Kyle Brown 09/21
Vicky McWilliams 09/25
Bob Alexander
09/26
Susan Libby 09/27
Jim Blischke 09/30
Tracey Dees 09/30
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!
SEPTEMBER:

Dick & Patricia Snyder 09/04
Bob & Ruth Price
09/16
Christi & Gilbert Gallegos 09/23
Bill & Betty Semmelbeck 09/27

SESSION TEAM ASSIGNMENTS

Your church leaders would be grateful for your help in
the various areas of our church life. Please feel free to
contact any of these folks to volunteer to help with the
area of church ministry and mission under their
leadership. This is how your faith grows - by being
involved. Also, please keep these folks in your
prayers!
Resource Team: Bob Dawson, Chair; Violet Singh
Christian Education: Jalyn Fiske, Chair; Judy Serpas
Worship: Bob Alexander, Chair; Peggy Jezek
Service: Craig Brown (Mission);
Lynda Clark & Ralph Truszkowski (everything else!)
Clerk: Judy Brown
Treasurer: Linda Harrington
SUNDAY SANCTUARY FLOWERS

Please consider donating flowers for one of the
Sundays in 2021. The sign-up sheet is on the table in
the atrium. You will receive a reminder before your
designated date. Your gift is greatly appreciated.
(Cost is $50)

